g                       NIZAMU'L-MULK ASAF JAH I
The disposition of Nizamu'i-Mulk's forces in this battle
was as follows :
The vanguard was placed under Qadir Dad Khan, a
relative of Nizamu'1-Mulk on his mother j> side. Talib
Muhiu'd-Dm Khan, grandson of S'adu'llah Khan was
put in charge of the right wing and the left wing was given
to Ismail Khan and Muzaffar Khan Khaishgl. Kunwar
Chand, son of Chatrasal Bundela, with a troop of
Bundela soldiers was placed under Barqandaz Khan,
commander of artillery and 'Ata Yar Khan. 'Iwaz Khan
was on the left wing of Nizamu'1-Mulk. Jamal Khan,
Muqarrab Khan Deccam, Khan-i-'Alam Deccam,
Mutahawwar Khan Khaishgl and Aziz Beg Khan Harisi
were placed under 'Iwaz Khan ('Azdu'd-Daulah). The
artillery which the latter had organized during the absence
of Nizamu'1-Mulk was under his orders. Nizamu'i-Mulk's
cousin Zahiru'd-Din Ri'ayat Khan and Ghiyas Khan
were posted between the left and the centre. Nasiru'd-
Daulah 'Abdul Rahlm Khan was posted on the right
ever it may concern) should know tha.t the state of the Deccan
depends upon the subservience and service and that he should
nfever allow himself to be remiss in respect due to the Emperor.
If he did so, he would be the object of contempt of God and man.
When the powerful king of Persia (Nadir Shah) was in Delhi,
he offered me one day in his graciousness, the Empire of Hindus-
tan. On this I at once said that I and my ancestors had, from
ancient times, been in the service of the King of Delhi and that
such impropriety of conduct on my part would make me notorious
as one untrue to salt. And the Emperor would call me false; and
treacherous. Since his (Nadir Shah's) elevated mind could appre-
ciate the significance of my words, he liked my reply and praised
me".
According to the statement of Tazkiratu'l-Muluk (of Muham-
mad Yahya Khan) and Ahwdlu'l-Khawaqin (of Muhammad QSsim
Aurangabadi) some astrologer had prophesied tha.t if Nizamu'l-
Mulk so desired he could sit on a. throne. But he is reported to
have repudiated the suggestion saying, "May throne and umbrella
bring good fortune to him who holds them ! My business is to
preserve my honour, and if this be mine what need have I of an
Imperial throne'* (cited by Irvine, op. cit., vol. II, p, 154).